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Greetings, Beloveds!
When I was a chaplain intern, I noticed how a
hospital elevator can hold very different experiences
and emotions within one small space. Grandparents,
siblings, and spouses visiting mothers and newborns
shared space with those preparing to say goodbye to
loved ones. People receiving news of relief shared
space with those receiving an unwanted diagnosis. The
experience of each day, and some moments, can be like
that elevator: the coexistence of joy, sorrow, concern,
anger, excitement, uncertainty and feelings yet to be
identified. Please know that I am here to hold joys,
sorrows, and the in-between with you.
I’m going to try a few new things with my schedule
in June. My church office hours will be from 9:30 AM 1:30 PM on Mondays and from 12:30-4:30 PM on
Thursdays. Tuesdays will be my focused reading and
writing days. Fridays will remain my consistent days of
rest. In lieu of my open coffee house hours, I’m going to
try Sack Lunch Mondays. You’re invited to bring your
lunch to the church and join me for casual conversation
over our meal from 11:45-12:45 PM. I am also happy to
schedule a time to meet within or beyond those times
and am an email (alexis@fccclaremore.org) or a call
(217-779-9292) away.
There are several opportunities for fellowship and faith
development this month:
- Our Beliefs, Our Stories sessions resume this month
and will continue to meet the first Saturday of every
month from 10-11:45 AM. During these sessions, we
consider stories that contribute to a belief we have about
a particular theme and share those stories.
- The Question and Wonder Bible Study sessions
continue on Mondays from 10:30-11:30 AM at the
church and from 6:45-7:45 PM via Zoom on Tuesdays
(email Alexis@fccclaremore.org for the link). We
question, learn about, and reflect upon the scripture that

will be the focus for Sunday’s sermon during each session. Regular attendance is not required to participate.
- Beginning June 6, we’ll embark upon a six week
series entitled “God vs. Gay? The Religious Case for
Equality.” This is an excellent series for those who want
to learn more about the theological and biblical support
for being an Open and Affirming congregation. A book
of that title by Jay Michaelson will provide much of our
material and copies will be available. There are two days
and times for you to choose from: Mondays from 7-8:15
PM via Zoom or Thursdays from 1:30-2:45 PM at the
church.
- An Intergenerational Compassion Camp series will
begin in July for members of all ages. Stay tuned for
the details and feel free to connect with Pastor Alexis
to express your interest and learn more. We’ll meet once
a week and activities for the days in between will be
provided.
You can read more about our plans for participating
in Food Truck Thursdays and at Tulsa's Pride Festival
within this newsletter, as well as a date for our Picnic at
the Park.
I look forward to what we will be experiencing together this month.
With You on the Journey,

Pastor Alexis

SUBMISSION
If you wish to have an article or announcement
placed in the next newsletter, please email it to the
church office at fccaa@sbcglobal.net no later than
the 25th each month. If you would like to receive the
newsletter by email, please notify the church office.
Plans are underway to renovate our sanctuary to make
it more welcoming and more like our church home. We
are going to apply for a grant from our Region for chairs
with armrests that will be more comfortable than our
current pews and allow us more options in how we use
our sanctuary. We would like to replace the carpet with
wood flooring too.
When the need for an urgent prayer arises, the prayer
chain is called to action. The chain operates mostly
by email, though requests can be called in as well. By
calling in or emailing a request, it can be sent outwithin
a matter of minutes. You may send requests by calling
918-341-1199 or fccaa@sbcglobal.net.

Members are invited to view and express their preference
in samples of chair colors and flooring options on June
12 and June 19 before service Renovation Feedback
during our doughnut and coffee time.

Health Concerns
Beth Young

Needed: Help with Trash Can Return
Our trash is picked up on Tuesday mornings, except
holidays. Pastor Alexis can take it to the curb on
Mondays. If you are willing and able to return it next
to the church building on Tuesdays, when her schedule
and location varies, please let either Pastor Alexis or
Susan know.

Starting June 1, Pastor Alexis’ office hours
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will change to:
9:30 AM - 1:30 PM on Mondays
12:30 - 4:30 PM on Thursdays

Sack Lunch Mondays: You’re invited to bring
your lunch to the church and join Pastor Alexis
for casual conversation over our meal from
11:45-12:45 PM.

To schedule a time to meet, email Pastor
Alexis@fccclaremore.org or call 217-779-9292.

update our employment policies relating to non-ministerial
employees, i.e., vacations, sick leave, holidays, and other
excused absences. The personnel committee will present
their decision to the board for approval.

Chairman’s Corner
The Faith in Action Commission (FIAC) of the Christian
Church in Oklahoma announced the recipients of the 2022
Reconciliation Grants in the May Regional Roundup newsletter. These grants are supported by the contributions of
Christian Churches (DOC) throughout Oklahoma who long
for wholeness in our world. Recognizing that we live in a
fragmented world, we work together through Reconciliation
to bring harmony to the dissonance surrounding us. FIAC
was pleased to see the expansion of programs bringing
our churches together but also reaching out to ecumenical
partners and growing programs to address systemic racism,
discrimination, and poverty. A total of $10,000 was awarded.
Grant recipients include six Oklahoma Christian Churches to
include Claremore, El Reno, Enid, Midwest City, two Tulsa
churches, In the Spirit, and Yale, as well as our Caminante
Project.
First Christian Church of Claremore received a $1,000 grant
to understand better the history of the USA’s Indigenous
people by touring and participating in the resources available
at the First Americans Museum in Oklahoma City.
I am planning the trip for September, when the weather is
cooler, and the children have returned to school. There will
be a sign-up sheet in the hallway in August. I will need
volunteer drivers. The grant will provide for admission
for congregational members, lunch and drink at the ThirtyNine Restaurant and gasoline for the drivers vehicles. The
museum is open on Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. We can
leave the church parking lot at 9 a.m., eat lunch, go to the
gift shop, then the museum offers walking tours beginning at
1 p.m. and is included with the admission. The tour ranges
between 30–60 minutes. Leave OKC at 3 p.m. and return
home by 5 p.m.

During the May cabinet meeting, we formed an FCC Task
Force to begin concentrated renovation efforts to enhance
the interior of our church. There is grant money available
through the Northeast Area of the Christian Church in
Oklahoma (Disciples of Christ). We are making strides to
discuss detailed ideas for each renovation project and costs.
The renovation items include wheelchair ramp options,
chairs, and flooring. The FCC Task Force will be posting
information about these projects to the membership on the
bulletin board, so our church family can be aware of coming
changes. Rev. Alexis and I will be writing the grant.
I have been requested to call the personnel committee into
action. We have job descriptions to review and update for
minister, church secretary and music director. We need to

Also, our congregation needs the bylaws revised. The bylaws
were originally written for a larger congregation. Currently,
the information we have in our bylaws is outdated or no
longer pertain to a smaller congregation. If you are interested
in being on the bylaws committee, please talk to Trudy or
Alexis.
We had a wonderful message offered by Rev. Dr. Lisa
Barnett from Phillips Theological Seminary, last Sunday,
May 22. Rev. Michael Davidson, our regional minister,
officially installed Rev. Alexis as our new minister. A light
lunch was served by the Disciples Women after the service.
You may watch the program on Facebook. Dr Barnett’s
message begins at 28 minutes into the service.
See you at Church,
Trudy Hedgpath

Disciples Women
Disciples Women met on Thursday, May 19. Esther
Tanner gave our devotion/study. At the end of Esther's
study, she entertained us with a song on her harmonica.
We finalized our menu for Pastor Alexis's reception.
Lynne brought up discussion on having more storage in
our kitchen. We welcomed Ellie Lane to our meeting.
Ellie and her family have been visiting our church the
past few Sundays. Pastor Alexis also attended our meeting. We will not be meeting in June but will resume
meeting on July 21.

Church Growth
Growth, Life and All Things Nice
Happy June, FCC Claremore! This month is going to
be full of opportunities to connect and represent God's
Love. On June 11, we will have a Float Day on the Illinois river, we will participate in Food Truck Thursday
on June 23, we will have a booth at the Tulsa Pride Festival on June 25, and, on June 26, we will host our Picnic
at the Lake. Your help is welcome for several of these
events and activities.

FOOD TRUCK THURSDAY
Setup Hours 4:30-5:30 PM,
Event 6-9 PM
How You Can Help: A donation of a pack of water will
help ensure that our church members stay hydrated. If
you have a knack for face painting, please let us know.
What we are doing: We will be offering face painting
for the community at this event. We will also have flyers
to invite participation in our Picnic at the Lake and July
Small Groups. This is a great way for us to get our word
out there. We also encourage you to participate in the
event wearing your church t-shirt.

PRIDE EVENT
Participation Times TBD
How You Can Help: A donation of a pack of water will
help ensure that our church members stay hydrated.
What we are doing: We will be participating in the
pride festival with a booth on Saturday, June 25. We
will offer necklace/bracelet creation and face painting
activities. This is going to be a great way to connect with
LGBTQ+ community and Allies, and let them know that
they are loved and accepted just as they are.

PICNIC AT THE LAKE
We invite you to join us for this worship and picnic at
the lake, we’ll enjoy fellowship time together which will
include games and lots of good food. This event is open
to the community and we encourage everyone to invite
someone! Worship begins at 11 AM, with food and
fellowship to follow.

How You Can Help: We are asking for donations of
hamburger buns, hotdog buns, and water for the lake
picnic. Additionally, we’d like everyone to bring their
favorite sides and desserts to share. We will have a signup sheet later in June. If you have a talent for grilling
and would like to help prepare the food or let us borrow
a grill for the event, please contact Amanda Tobey.
Michael Robinson
Church Growth Ministry Chair
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

FAITHFUL FINANCES*

May

Total Offerings and Other Income
for Daily Ministries Expenses

10,059.68

50,015.09

Total Daily Ministries Expenses

10,855.27

53,368.63

Net Income (Loss)

(795.59)

(3,353.54)

Needed for Budget

10,970.23

54,851.15

(910.55)

(4,836.06)

Budget Excess (Shortfall)

2022 YTD

*Totals could change after bank statements have been reconciled.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1010 N Florence Ave
Claremore, OK 74017
Ph: 918-341-1199
Fax: 918-341-1207
OFFICE HOURS
Mon - Fri 1-5 pm

SOCIAL MEDIA
www.fccclaremore.org
www.facebook.com/fccclaremore

SERVICE TIMES

GIVING

Sundays
9:30 am Adult Sunday School

We appreciate your giving. Did you
know that you can also give online?
Go to our website and click on the
“Give” tab on the homepage or use the
Givelify app.

10:45 am Worship Service
(In-person & Facebook Live)

Check calendar for fellowship and
education opportunities.
You can also stop by and drop off your
offering at the office, mail it, or put in
the offering plate.

